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EBS Task : Attach volume to an EC2 Instance and write some data in EBS Volume, then detach 
and attach to another EBS volume and  
 
Note: Remember, both EC2 and EBS volumes must be in the same Availability Zone.  
 
Step 1 : Launch Two EC2 Instance in same Availability Zone 

 
 
Step 2 : Go to Volumes from the left pane and create one volume of any size. We will create a 
Volume of size 10GB in the same Availability Zone 

 
 
Step 3 : Now to the newly create Volume, click on Action and attach to First Instance. 
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Step 3 : Once attached, now SSH to your first Instance and type “lsblk” to list all the block 
device.  
 

 
 
And here you can see, the newly created and attached 10GB volume is successfully attached. 
Remember, we have just created and attached volume, yet we need to mount that filesystem. 
 
Step 4 : Create a File system 
Type command “mkfs -t ext4 /dev/your_block_Device_name” 
In my case, its /dev/xvdf 
 

 
 
And it will create a EXT4 based file system in that volume device. 
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Step 5 : Make folder/directory to mount then to Volume 
Command : “mkdir /foldername/dirrectoryname” 
 

 
 
Step 6 : Now mount this directory to volume. 
Command : “mount /dev/xvdf /foldername/” 
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Now change the directory and move to newly created directrory  
Command : cd /foldername” 
 

 
 
Step 7 : Now here will make a text.txt file to check whether file exits when we detach and 
attach to another EC2 Instance.  
 

 
 
 
Step 8 : Now let’s unmount this volume from this EC2 Instance 
Command : “cd .. 

          umount -d /dev/xvdf” 
 
Step 9 : Now go to AWS Console and from the volume section, detach this volume from 
Instance1 and attach it to Instance2. 
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Step 10 : Now SSH to Instance2 and check the volume by command “lsblk” 

 
 
Here you can see, it shows successful attachment of volume. 
 
Step 11 :  Now we need to again create a directory and mount to our volume.  
Command : “mkdir /testdir 
  Mount /dev/xvdf /testdir” 
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Step 13 : Now to check the mount, type “lsblk” and test the mount point. 

 
Shows successful mount to new volume. 
 
Step 14 : Now move to directory and list the files. 
Command : “cd /testdir 
  ls” 

 
 
And here you can see file “text.txt” which we had create in Instance1 


